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Agua Fria High School District Connects Generations through Senior to Senior

(Avondale, AZ)- The Agua Fria High School District proudly celebrates the success of Senior to
Senior, an initiative launched in 2022 to build intergenerational relationships between high
school seniors and senior citizens. The program aims to create an environment of mutual
respect, learning, and joyful interaction.

Ryan Hautala, a 2024 graduate of Millennium High School and Senior to Senior participant,
shared his thoughts, “It was an incredible experience. | formed meaningful connections and
received valuable guidance about college and career paths. It wasn't just about learning,” said
Hautala. “It was about the community we built together. The seniors often told us that we gave
them hope for the future, and their kindness and support made every event something to look
forward to. | miss it now, but the memories and friendships | made will stay with me.”

Led by Melinda Marchese, Coordinator at Agua Fria High School District, and Mary Kay Utech,
Rotary Club of Goodyear PebbleCreek President, 40 students and 40 seniors come together
monthly to have meaningful discussions on topics like financial literacy, networking, and
technology. Forming small, close-knit families, students and seniors have collaborated on
community service projects, read to elementary students, and participated in intergenerational
workshops. Additionally, senior citizens are invited to tour the school campuses, offering them a
unique glimpse into how education has evolved and allowing them to see firsthand the high
school experience of today.

"Senior to Senior has truly opened a door for senior citizens," said Utech. "It’s like we've been
given a window to see how much education has evolved—especially with Career and Technical
Education (CTE) programs and the advancements in technology and safety. There’s such an
emotional benefit for both generations, and we feel like part of the school community again.
Seeing the academic excellence and workforce opportunities these students receive makes us
want to do everything we can to support that for years to come."

Senior to Senior has quickly become a cherished part of the District, demonstrating how much
can be gained from one another, regardless of age. The students and residents are eager to
grow this program and continue building a compassionate, united community through authentic
relationships and genuine connections. To learn more about Senior to Senior, please reach out
to your site principal.
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Agua Fria Union High School District was established in 1955. Today, the district serves the communities
of Avondale, Buckeye, Goodyear, Litchfield Park, with six high schools: Agua Fria, Canyon View, Desert
Edge, Millennium,Verrado and Agua Fria Online. Plus the District offers two alternative programs:
Coldwater Academy and New Directions. More information can be found at aguafria.org
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El Distrito Escolar de Agua Fria Conecta Generaciones a través del Programa Senior to Senior

(Avondale, AZ)- El Distrito Escolar de Agua Fria celebra con orgullo el éxito de Senior to Senior,
una iniciativa lanzada en 2022 para fomentar relaciones intergeneracionales entre estudiantes
de ultimo afio de secundaria y personas de la tercera edad. El programa tiene como objetivo
crear un entorno de respeto mutuo, aprendizaje e interaccion alegre.

Ryan Hataula, un graduado de 2024 de Millennium High School y participante de Senior to
Senior, compartio sus pensamientos: "Fue una experiencia increible. Formé conexiones
significativas y recibi valiosos consejos sobre la universidad y las trayectorias profesionales. No
se trataba solo de aprender’, dijo Hataula. "Se trataba de la comunidad que construimos juntos.
Los mayores a menudo nos decian que les ddbamos esperanza para el futuro, y su amabilidad y
apoyo hicieron que cada evento fuera algo que esperar con ansias. Ahora lo extrafio, pero los
recuerdos y las amistades que hice se quedaran conmigo".

Dirigido por Melinda Marchese, Coordinadora del Distrito Escolar de Agua Fria, y Mary Kay
Utech, Presidenta del Rotary Club de Goodyear PebbleCreek, 40 estudiantes y 40 personas
mayores se reinen mensualmente para tener discusiones significativas sobre temas como la
educacion financiera, la creacién de redes y la tecnologia. Formando pequefas familias unidas,
estudiantes y mayores han colaborado en proyectos de servicio comunitario, leido a estudiantes
de primaria y participado en talleres intergeneracionales. Ademas, los ciudadanos mayores
estan invitados a recorrer los campus escolares, o que les brinda una visién unica de como ha
evolucionado la educacion y les permite ver de primera mano la experiencia actual de la escuela
secundaria.


http://aguafria.org

"Senior to Senior realmente ha abierto una puerta para las personas mayores", dijo Utech. "Es
como si nos hubieran dado una ventana para ver cuanto ha evolucionado la educacion,
especialmente con los programas de Educacién Técnica y Profesional (CTE) y los avances en
tecnologia y seguridad. Hay un beneficio emocional para ambas generaciones, y sentimos que
volvemos a ser parte de la comunidad escolar. Ver la excelencia académica y las oportunidades
laborales que reciben estos estudiantes nos motiva a hacer todo lo posible para apoyar eso en
los préximos afios."

Senior to Senior se ha convertido rapidamente en una parte querida del Distrito, demostrando
cuanto se puede aprender unos de otros, sin importar la edad. Los estudiantes y los residentes
estan ansiosos por hacer crecer este programa y seguir construyendo una comunidad
compasiva y unida a través de relaciones auténticas y conexiones genuinas. Para mas
informacién o para unirse a Senior to Senior, contacte su director.
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El Distrito de Escuelas Secundarias Agua Fria Union se establecio en 1955. Hoy en dia, el distrito sirve a
las comunidades de Avondale, Buckeye, Goodyear, Litchfield Park, con seis escuelas secundarias: Agua
Fria, Canyon View, Desert Edge, Millennium,Verrado y Agua Fria Online. Ademas, el distrito ofrece dos
programas alternativos: Coldwater Academy y New Directions. Mas informacién se puede encontrar en
aguafria.org



